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HOW I CAME 


TO ISLAM 


By Umm Khalid 


I come from Finland, a “Christian” nation where 
the people do not strongly adhere to their corrupt- 
ed religion. Most of them say they are Christians but 
dont really practice their false faith. They might go to 
church when there's a wedding or a funeral, but most 
of them dont know much about their distorted reli- 
gion, even though they are proud of it; so I wouldnt 
see Christianity visibly manifested in their day-to-day 
lives. 

In my case, I was pretty much the same as every- 
one else. Everyone had to study the religion at school, 
which is how my knowledge of it grew. Before that, 
however, my mother would send me to Sunday 
school, even though she wasnt religious herself. I my- 
self would only go there for the stickers, and I dont 
think I actually learned or understood anything there. 
I did learn more in school, but Christianity nowadays 
tends to be very confusing. 

What they mainly teach is that if you merely believe 
in Jesus as your Savior, who supposedly died for your 
sins, then you will be saved. And this was hard to ac- 
cept because it really didn't make sense to me. Despite 
this confusion, I always believed in the Creator. My 
parents, much like everyone else, never really talked 
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about religion. We would celebrate Christmas and 
Easter, but Christianity otherwise didnt have much 
of an impact on my life. At the age of 16, I was sent 
to a type of camp where you would have to embrace 
the religion again, but do so independent-mindedly. 
Once again, the teachings didnt make sense but be- 
cause my parents sent me, I did it for them, and also 
for the fact that there would be a big party at the end 
where you would get all sorts of gifts. 

The main thing that didn’t make sense to me about 
Christianity was the Trinity. I would wonder, how 
could the “son” of God be crucified? How could a 
“part” of God — according to the Trinity — be cruci- 
fied? How could a human being be God, and then 
become humiliated and have a humiliating death? I 
was always very confused, and never prayed to Jesus. 
When I did pray, I would pray to God. When I was 
young, I didn’t really pay much attention to these 
thoughts. I did think about it all here and there, but 
I didn’t know how to delve deeper and explore these 
thoughts, and I didnt have confidence that I was on 
the true religion. Then at school, they introduced 
things like evolution and the big bang theory, and this 


just caused even more confusion. At the end, I was 
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A pagan church in Finland 


left not knowing what to believe in, but I always had 
faith in the Creator and that He should be worshiped 
alone. 

I first heard about Islam when we were doing re- 
ligious studies at school. We covered a number of 
different religions, including Islam. In the very first 
class, the teacher — who wasn’t even a Muslim — re- 
cited the shahadah in Arabic and then explained to 
us that this was the Islamic testimony of faith. We 
learned about the five pillars of Islam on a very basic 
level, but some things were portrayed in a manner that 
seemed nonsensical to me. For example, we were told 
that during the fasting month of Ramadan, Muslims 
dont eat and drink all day but they stay up all night 
eating and partying. My next encounter with Islam 
was when I got married. My husband was brought up 
in a Muslim family but he wasn’t practicing at all. We 
had children together but got divorced a few years af- 
terwards. At that point, I really wanted to learn about 
Islam, and because of the blessed events of September 
11th, I would always see Islam mocked in the me- 
dia, but I was still curious and wanted to find out 
more about this religion. At the same time, I had a 
neighbor who had introduced me to Islam a few years 
earlier. So she let me borrow a copy of the Quran that 
was translated into my own language. ‘The translation 
wasnt so good, but she was good at explaining, so if 
I didn’t understand anything she would clarify it for 
me. What struck me most as I was reading the Quran 
were the verses about Hellfire and the punishment in 
the Hereafter. 

Not long afterwards, I knew that this religion re- 
ally was the truth. I started learning to pray on my 
own because I thought I had to learn everything be- 
fore becoming Muslim. I have to admit though, I 
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was scared and nervous because I didn’t understand 
a lot of things. I would think to myself, “How would 
my parents react if I were to become a Muslim? How 
would my colleagues react?” It felt like a big ordeal 
even though I knew in my heart that I had to do this. 
So when I was coming back from work one day and 
I saw my neighbor on the bus, I asked her, “Would 
you like to teach me how to pray?” She replied by 
asking, “Do you want to become a Muslim?” At that 
moment, I felt myself thinking, “Yes, I do.” So I said, 
“Yes, and both her and her husband began crying. 
I pronounced the shahadah in their home and they 
began teaching me how to pray. It was a wonderful 
feeling. After continuously searching for the truth, 
finding it was just such a relief. I felt so much peace. 

I can't say that things were easy after becoming a 
Muslim, but it did bring pleasure to my heart none- 
theless. Things weren't easy with my parents. At first, 
they didn’t react much, but one year later when I re- 
married, they began having a problem with it. When 
I started wearing hijab, they would make things dif- 
ficult. They would argue, “Even Muslims that were 
raised Muslim don't wear it, so why do you?” They 
were not happy, and it was funny how their Christian- 
ity came out more than ever at that point. Before that, 
they wouldn't speak about Christianity at all, but sud- 
denly they were mentioning it more frequently, saying 
things like, “This is the religion of our forefathers.” All 
of this was to try to bring me back to their religion. I 
felt the same with my colleagues, who would ask me 
why I had made this decision. This was the case be- 
cause I was the only Muslim they would see regularly. 

I lived in the capital, and although there were Mus- 
lims there, it wasn't the same as in other European 
countries; the Muslim community was very small. 
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Because of the small size of the community, in that 
first year before I got married when I was trying to 
learn more about Islam, I wouldn't have a lot of access 
to knowledgeable people. It was hard to find some- 
one to teach me because it could be anyone teaching 
anything, and, of course, when you're new, you don't 
know all that much. Since I didnt have any strong 
Muslims around me, I was trying to do the research 
on my own, and it was hard to find the right informa- 
tion, but despite that, Allah would always facilitate a 
way for the truth to become apparent to me. Things 
became a little bit easier after I got married because I 
had some support at home. At one point, my husband 
started telling me about jihad and about having the 
sound creed. 

I later became involved in dawah. I would take part 
in organizing sisters and children’s events at the local 
mosques and I would hold events for new Muslim sis- 
ters. At the time, I wasn't really thinking about hijrah 
(emigrating to the land of Islam), but that would soon 
change. What finally woke me up was when the disbe- 
lieving authorities arrested my husband for terrorism. 
They arrested him on the street. I was at home with 
my children and they came in and started raiding the 
house. It was a big shock. ‘They ended up keeping my 
husband in prison for quite a while as they continued 
investigating the matter. As difficult as it was, it was 
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probably the best thing that happened to me because 
it opened my eyes to the importance of hijrah, but the 
whole ordeal made things difficult. 

Alhamdulillah (all praise is due to Allah), there were 
some brothers and sisters who were on the sound creed 
and were a strong source of support. They weren't 
many, but because they were on the proper method- 
ology, it didnt matter. When the Caliphate was an- 
nounced, we knew where to go and what we wanted. 
As Muslims, we need to disavow the disbelievers and 
live under the Caliphate. The Prophet #} said, “I have 
nothing to do with any Muslim who resides amongst 
the pagans.” His companions asked, “O Allah’s Mes- 
senger, why is that?” He replied, “Ihey should not be 
able to see each others camp fires (or lights)” (Abu 
Dawud and at-Tirmidhi). 

After my husband had came out of prison, we 
thought it would be difficult to perform hijrah because 








every country would likely be alerted of his intent to 
travel. He was trying hard to find a way to come to 
the Caliphate and, alhamdulillah, when Allah wills to 
open the path for someone, nobody can close it. And 
so we were able to perform hijrah without any prob- 
lems. We were dreaming about it and praying for it 
for so long until Allah made it easy for us. 

I can’t even describe the feeling of when you finally 
cross that border and enter the lands of the Caliphate. 
It is such a blessing from Allah to 
be able to live under the Caliph- 
ate. There are so many people who 
made several attempts to come but 
just haven't been able to make it 
yet. Of course, when you come to 
the Caliphate, after sacrificing ev- 
erything for the sake of Allah, you'll 
continue to be tested. You're going 
to see hardships and trials, but ev- 
ery day youre thankful to Allah for 
allowing you to perform hijrah and 
to live under the Shari'ah. Life in 
the Islamic State is such a bless- 
ing. You face difficulties and hard- 
ship, youre not used to the food 
or the change of life, you may not 
know the local language, you hear 
bombings and the children may 
get scared, but none of that takes 
away from the gratitude you have 
towards Allah for allowing you to 


be here. 
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Also, unless you're living here you dont realize what 
kind of life you had before. The life here is so much 
more pure. When youre in Dar al-Kufr (the lands of 
disbelief) you're exposing yourself and your children 
to so much filth and corruption. You make it easy 
for Satan to lead you astray. Here youre living a pure 
life, and your children are being raised with plenty of 
good influence around them. They don’t need to be 
ashamed of their religion. They are free to be proud of 
it and are given the proper creed right from the start. 
After four months of us being here, my son was mar- 
tyred, and this was yet another blessing. Every time I 
think about it, I wonder to myself, “If I stayed in Dar 
al-Kufr what kind of end would he have had? What 
would have happened to him?” Alhamdulillah, he was 
saved from all that, and what could be better than 
him being killed for the cause of Allah? Obviously, it’s 
not easy, but I ask Allah to allow us to join him. 

I advise the Muslims in Dar al-Kufr not to be in- 
timidated by the media, and to instead listen to the 
words of Allah and His Messenger >. 
very clear in the Book of Allah and in the Sunnah of 
the Prophet # 


to perform hijrah. It’s not even allowed nor is it good 
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for you to reside in the lands of the disbelievers. You 
may think that youre able to practice your religion, 
but if you're truly following the teachings of the Qu- 
ran and the Sunnah, you really can’t practice your re- 
ligion there. 

I also want to warn you that once you begin think- 


ing about performing hijrah, you'll find many obsta- 
cles. You'll be scared, and you'll be worried about how 
everything is going to work out. You need to under- 
stand that many of these obstacles are just in your 
head and theyre the work of Satan. When you take 
the first step, Allah will take care of the rest. As for 
those people who cannot perform hijrah, I advise you 
to attack the Crusaders and their allies wherever you 
are, as that is something that you are able to do. Dont 
be tricked by the apostate “scholars.” The truth is out 
there and it isn’t hard to find as long as you open your 
heart to it. 

Finally, I wish to advise the Christians in Finland 
and elsewhere: A lot of you dont practice your reli- 
gion because you know it’s not the truth. You say you 
just need to believe in Jesus and you'll go to Heaven, 
but how does it make sense that somebody died on 
your behalf and then youre free to do whatever you 
please, whatever bad things that come to your mind, 
to live without any rules or regulations and then ex- 
pect to be taken to Heaven? It doesn’t make any sense. 
I advise you to open your heart and find out about 
the religion of Islam. Don't trust what the media says 
about it. Just turn to the translation of the Quran and 
take it from there. Whatever hardship you may face 
on that path will be worth it. In the end, you'll be so 
happy you found the truth, because what youre going 
to gain after embracing Islam is better than anything 
you might lose or sacrifice. 
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